1. 



* . .r 

O < > 



ro 



1 ROM 



IMIl.ii SIAlli I.RNMLNT 

A Umorandum 



Mr. Bishop 




& 



r 

M. A. 'Jup^s^ 

n 



oatl 5-21-68 



si'bjhCT MUKHIN 



\k 
• V 



1 



Early tills month, the Director turned diovti a request from ^ 

Jerry O'Leary (a reliable contact at " The Evening Star" who has written ^ LCklf^ 
two outstanding .articles regarding the Director' and "The Reader's Digest* » / / Q 

for an article to be written for that magazine by O'Leary regarding the iTHvci 

Martin Luther King investigation. Both O'Leary and "Die Reader's Digest f) I fT) / 
have expressed continued interest in this matter, and the purpose of tins 'V r / 
memorandum is to set forth reasons why, at this point in the investigation, 
to locate James Eapl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should lie give 
to such an article. 




In February, 1968, when Hobart Lewis (President and 
Executive Editor of "'Die Reader’s Digest") came to the Bureau with Asso 
Editors John Barron and Kenneth Gilmore, they discussed with the Direct 
die possibility of publishing another article concerning one of our "Ten M 
Wanted Fugitives." (It will be recalled that in the Fall of 1960, an articl 
’The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr., the kidn; 
killer of Adolph Coors III, produced leads from readers of the magazine ” 
which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada.) At the time of this 
visit, the Director told Mr. Lewis that we would remain alert for another? 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" to be featured in the magazine. // 

In the Coors case, inestimable savings of investigative time 
and funds resulted from publication by "The Reader’s Digest" of the article 
regarding fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr. Many of the same elements as existed 
in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation--prcminent victim; 

: intense public interest in die case; and the fugitive in both instances being 
a prison escapee with a reputation as a "loner" and a penchant for using 
fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal his true identity. __ / ^3 %/*/ 

It was the broad international circulation of "The Reader's 
Digest" which produced die leads that resulted in Corbett's ki-Vc'Sf in -Canada. 
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A. Jmu-s to Bis!kv Memo 
HE: M IK KIN 



"a: To K,xicoV'.' ;■ "VhV 't h f it? '' L k: ‘" w,: lo h:tvc !> c-r in both 

a. M, time. "The K. Tv , " “l ^ of **** 

Wost t ) r , Hemisphere. T -n h ‘ t-'l * f iS ‘ ! ’P tPro..J luu t the 
Aires, Argent ina, ;;.h b.,.d that' R -‘’.a.'h C > , K T ^ al AltucJl ^ in Buenos 

"The Reader's Dig.-sf .veeive^ "the 4- ■ . "4 - ft,, . C Purt '^ uc ^ ‘-‘Wiens, 

cations media in the- a;a-a"--and he si, ^ ' 1 ,uf u.n of all mass eommuni- 

r.^rd,,,, James r-,1 Ray °' 
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„ V.-por torial diiM-in.i" ,, n thr/V” ’ '. ' " US of reading, 

Atlanta and other places.. Othe/newsmen consider hhr V M * ni { >Ms > 1 Birmingham, 
writer on the King case, and this is why -The P ' n'" and -informed 

this assignment. > The Re ‘ uV l s Dl ^ M sounded him out on 
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course, write an aid icl^ on^^n conccrni"^/ “ "r* °? SC ’ °' U ' il 'y ™uld, of 
Naturally, if such an m ticle is 



‘Advantage to hare the benefit of reidhn uTnJ! rr • uri \ aiiy 00 10 our 

necessary, prior to publication. ‘ ° fvuJ,{J any chan £ cs feel 
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J ' ] previously been pub] Lsiied* Aether with wlm^hVV * 101 ' 0 l ° m;lterial which has 
I I t0 Ray’s background and character traite <Wg Up himso “ with ^gard 

f 1 and the accuru^du^/^ Z^Tn^ 'l* '™ facts « ' his *** 

■> ! more out of focus by tin;- distorted articles wVitten hv m, 4° throWl V m ° re and 
as Louis Lomax. He feels tint "The- Re-d^-'- tv V.V 1 11 1 esponsible characters 
ciroul.it ion in .he “ -"'imillion 

straightening out the ii.isrcoresent-itim4 J fi . an t ' X( - e “R° nl medium for 
which (as in the case of Joseph Corbett Jr Vnnv m ^ ^ i5roducin S le ads 
sion of "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" Ray. * ’ } possibly assist in the apprehen- 
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cooyxi. nl, on m «^7.oa^clc^ •?- ?v 'Tt RraA ' r ’ s ™gcst" the same 

*? rr^V ,n ,ho ^ ^ 
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